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I NTRODUCTION & ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
When I set out to prepare the history book for the Russian Orthodox Church

School (Canberra), I thought it would be a simple task of reading the archives,
interviewing people and gathering photographs. Unfortunately, the task proved to be
enormous because of limited time for research, interviewing people and preparation in
writing and typing.

I discovered that for the first year 1979 there were very few records; 1980-81
records were hard to distinguish as some were undated and student lists for 1984, 1985
and 1986 were missing. There was little mention of the Russian School Balls were as
there was a separate informal record keeping system. Other activities like the picnics
were mentioned as coming events without any information as to whether the event took
place. There were no "AKT' graduation/concert programs except for one.

It soon became apparent to me that people find it hard to recall what date an
event took place. Most photographs were undated.

I did not want to present a dry, factual history, but tried to present a history in
which one can sense an atmosphere. I tried to capture the spirit of the "golden era" of
the Russian School. Maybe some events are recorded in greater detail than others. This
was not intended to place emphasis on the importance of the event but due to
unavailability of information and lack of time for research.

There was other information that I would have liked to include, such as profiles of
students after they left school, but it was impossible to do such extensive research.

I sincerely apologise if I have inadvertently not recorded some event or
mentioned a person(s) who has contributed to the School.

For simplicity, since this history is written in English, it was decided not to use
patronymic names. I do apologise if any offence is taken.

Photographs, information and assistance have been provided by many people.
They have been most generous with their time and information. lt is impractical to
mention them all individually but I appreciate the assistance given by the Russian School
20 Year Anniversary Committee, past and present students, teachers and parents.

It is my hope that this rather brief, pictorial, colourful history will create sufficient
interest for nostalgia. For future historians or if you, readers, have any new information
or corrections , please be at liberty to present such information to me.

I apologise for any errors that may have been overlooked. I hope you enjoy
reading it as much as I have enjoyed writing it.

Natalia Bogomiagkov, present Russian School Parents Committee Secretary
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